
[image: letterhead-logo-digital] 


2026 State Legislative Session Recap
The following is not an exhaustive list of all pieces of legislation monitored by Platte River Power Authority but details the more significant bills of impact this second session of the 75th Colorado General Assembly. This handout is to accompany the board presentation and therefore is organized by the legislative themes as outlined in the PowerPoint: Growth, Reliability, and Oversight. Affordability was a throughline across all three themes as many pieces of legislation attempted to decrease costs (or at least mitigate rising costs) and alleviate financial burden for residents and businesses alike. This year’s session also marked the second consecutive year legislators grappled with a $1+ billion structural deficit. Next year’s session will be no exception, leaving bills with fiscal notes dead on arrival unless reasonably justified. 
Growth
HB26-1030 (Data Center and Utility Modernization) - Failed: Pegged as the “pro-data center” bill this session, this aimed to boost data center construction by providing a 100% sales and use tax exemption for 20+ years, alongside new utility infrastructure planning requirements. This bill was highly contested due its high financial incentives for data centers in the midst of a budget deficit and perceived lax development requirements. Despite being introduced early in session, it took till the end of session for the bill to ultimately fail. Bill sponsors have committed to bringing this bill back. 
SB26-102 (Measures To Ensure Accountability For Large-Load Data Centers) - Failed: Bookending the spectrum for data centers, this bill was pegged the “anti-data center” bill which aimed to strictly regulate data centers over 30MW to require 100% hourly renewable energy matching by 2031 and forcing developers to pay for infrastructure costs. Several stakeholder meetings led to a whole new rewrite of the bill toward the end of session but even this did not help get it out of the Senate Transportation and Energy Committee where it ultimately failed. Bill sponsors have committed to bringing this bill back next session. 
Reliability 
SB26-182 (Updated Clean Energy Plan Municipally Owned Utility) - Passed: Bipartisan legislation driven by and for Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU), this bill would allow for Colorado municipally owned utilities to submit updated clean energy plans, extend their 80% greenhouse gas emission reduction deadline from Dec. 31, 2029 to Dec. 31, 2032. Specifically for CSU, this would allow the Ray Nixon Power Plant’s coal unit to operate until the end of 2032 to maintain reliability and support rate stability. The bill passed and was officially signed into law after several rounds of negotiations took place with environmentalists. In fact, an earlier iteration of this bill (SB26-022) was postponed indefinitely (aka, failed) after negotiations led to the development of SB26-182. 
HB26-1226 (Manage Emissions from Electric Generating Units) - Passed: Driven by environmentalists, this bill would aim to reduce emissions and control consumer costs for Colorado coal-fired power plants forced to remain operational by federal orders beyond their planned retirements. Proponents of SB26-182 worked with proponents of this bill to find compromise for both ideas to go through. Any coal-fired unit open past 2034 will have to implement technologies to meet strict emission control standards. It would also require a utility to file quarterly reports to the Public Utilities Commission on the costs and operations of units kept online by federal orders, among several other requirements. The bill did pass. 
HB26-1337 (Facilitating Nuclear Energy Development) - Failed: This bill would aim to accelerate nuclear power in Colorado by designating the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) as the central permitting coordinator for projects while still maintaining the Nuclear Regulatory Commission as the federal permitting authority. The bill sets a goal of identifying a nuclear energy development site by 2035, construction start by 2040, and the creation of the Advanced Nuclear Energy Development Fund. The bill failed on the House floor siting financial and environmental risks. 
SB26-142 (Development of Thermal Energy Resources) - Passed: This bill was designed to utilize Colorado’s geology for dispatchable, carbon-free, and cost-effective heating and cooling to meet state clean energy goals. It would aim to accelerate geothermal energy and thermal network development by streamlining regulations and reducing red tape for local governments. It would also empower municipalities to build thermal networks, allow for the sale of recovered industrial waste heat, increase community geothermal capacity to 25 megawatts and require utilities to pursue large-scale geothermal projects. The bill passed and has been sent to the Governor for his signature. 
HB26-1007 (Improve Customer Use Distributed Energy Resources) - Passed: Now signed into law, this legalizes and regulates “plug-in” solar (also referred to as “balcony” solar) allowing residents, including renters, to install small solar array systems up to 1,920 watts pending utility approval. The law helps streamline processes for utility resident customers. Utilities across the state were actively engaged with the bill proponents, the Colorado Solar and Storage Association, to make sure processes and operations from the utilities’ perspective were not ignored or impacted. The bill goes into effect in 2027. 
Oversight
HB26-1211 (Regulation of Broadband Services) - Failed: This bill ultimately failed halfway through session, but it would have given the Public Utilities Commission authority to regulate broadband services, including municipalities who provide these services. Strong opposition emerged arguing that broadband is not a traditional type of utility and that regulation could inadvertently lead to unnecessary costs, create technical issues for providers, and even impact future investment. 
HB26-1326 (Sunset Public Utilities Commission) - Passed: This is a recurring bill for the reauthorization of the Public Utilities Commissioner (PUC) that happens every five years and is drafted based on a report conducted by The Colorado Office of Policy, Research & Regulatory Reform. Even while this bill is related to any entity under the oversight of the PUC, utilities outside PUC jurisdiction were still actively engaged. Clean-up language from municipally owned utilities was offered as friendly amendments to help crystalize statutory definitions of PUC oversight. This bill was one of the longer pieces of legislation but notable elements include the alignment of renewable energy standards with clean energy plans to support cost recovery through securitization for PUC-regulated utilities, changing the reauthorization timeline from every five years to every seven (next reauthorization is 2033), and maintain PUC at three Governor-appointed commissioners. 
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